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Focus 

•  Resources for language 
•  Teaching framework 
•  Knowledge sharing 
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Grassland of Australia 
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Brewarrina 
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Arhmen land 
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Gudidjtmara 
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Orca - LumaLuma 
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Language Spread 
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Language Structure 

•  Storytelling and song 
•  Tacit knowledge sharing 
•  Dreamtime stories 
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Protocols of knowledge sharing 

•  Authority of speaker 
•  Community Narrative 
•  Deferral to others 
•  Knowledge given not requested 
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Language Teaching 
 

•  Dharawal 
•  Wiradjuri 

•  Dharug 
•  Bundjalung 
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History of Dharawal 
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Dharawal 

•  Resources 
•  Technology 
•  People 
•  Funding 



CCURL 20016 

History	
  of	
  Wiradjuri	
  



CCURL 20016 

Wiradjuri 

•  Resources 
•  Technology 

•  People 
•  Funding 
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Dharug 

•  Resources 
•  Technology 
•  People 
•  Funding 
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Games 
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Bundjalung 
 
•  Resources 
•  People 
•  Funding 
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Present state 

•  Resources for language 
–  Archival tapes  - now digital 
–  ELAN transcriptions 
–  Linguistic grammar 
–  New recordings 

•  Web services 
–  Python and web api 
–  NLTK 
–  ELAN transcriptions importer 
–  Game  

•  Teaching framework 
–  Accelerate Second Language Acquisition method (ASLA)  
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Home page  
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Bottom half 
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Dictionary search for baygal 
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‘Listen’ beside word 
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Select ‘view word’ 



CCURL 20016 

Examples on same page 
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Dictionary book 



CCURL 20016 

Archival tapes with transcript 



CCURL 20016 

Transcription 
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Teacher set up worksheet with wordlist 
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Where is - exercises 
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Authority of speaker 

•  We are using the archival material as both 
reference for exercise examples and using 
transcription to provide audio examples 

•  We are providing other examples from present 
day speakers to allow the language to evolve 
under community moderation 

•  The moderation is a group role and the process 
is still being worked out 
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Community Narrative 

•  We are enabling community to contribute further 
material including sounds and exercises 
(worksheets) 

•  We hope to provide a variety of examples with 
each word, e.g. male and female, young and old 

•  Also developing related site for other dialects 
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Deferral to others 

•  The control of community is important so the site 
is still closed to registration 

•  The knowledge ‘in the site’ is respected as well 
providing more links to archival material 
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Knowledge given not requested 

•  The teachers are being given the tools and 
support to produce their own lessons 

•  Forums are being developed online for teachers 
to discuss their ideas in a closed group before 
having to develop classes 
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The Issues  
 
•  Sharing material 

•  Trust: Use archival material 
o Context: How material is stored and presented 
o Cultural Safety: Of those providing information 

•  Access: mobile access important 
•  Immersion: a ‘modern’ look to the site with option for 

links to social networks 
•  Relevance: Choice of content matter, and the way 

information could be handled on the site has to be 
relevant to the culture of the users.  
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Collecting more 

•  Trust: retain context 
•  Access: mobile access important 
•  Immersion: material automatically links into 

dictionary and pages 
•  Relevance: Moderation to select language, 

speaker (e.g. gender) and correct use 
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Issues: Trust 
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Issues: Context 

Many aspects: 
•  Encourages IT use by Aboriginal people as 

context relevant 

•  Control - how information generated by 
Aboriginal people is then seen or used by non-
Aboriginal people 

•  IP - Information that ‘belongs’ to one person 
being shared by another claiming authority 
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Issues: Cultural safety 

•  Aware that identification as Aboriginal can lead 
to abuse 

•  Privacy of information that is considered 
culturally sensitive 

•  Authority to speak on language knowledge 

•  Aboriginal people want to control their own 
services 
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Issue: Access 

•  Mobile devised are more common than PC or 
laptop 

•  Many places in NSW lack access to NBN 
•  Mobile provides reduced access to information, 

so need to link between screens 
Also 
•  Communities do not wish to share knowledge 

with those who may misuse it 
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Issue: Immersion 
 

•  Making the application work ubiquitously 
•  Must look interesting, be the latest look and feel 

•  Link information in a helpful way 

•  Emulating a highly experiential learning system 

•  Building community through social media 
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Issues: Relevance 
 

•  What are teachers doing with the program, not 
what Board of Studies wants done 

•  What can the teachers use 
•  Concern about mis-translation and the effect this 

has on learning 



CCURL 20016 

Discussion 


